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CIdim Objections 

Claims 26 and 27 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 26, line 1 , change "apparatus" to -- toner cartridge --. 

Claim 26, line 1, change "or" to -- of — . 

Claim 27, line 1 , change "apparatus" to — toner cartridge — . 

Claim 27, line 1 , change "or" to — of --. 

Appropl-idte con-edtion is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 use §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
, fdrm the baiis for the i-ejections under this section ma^ 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless- 

gmnted on an application for patent t>y another filed in the Unitid States bT^ the Svlnmntthe 
S« f SST'^I ^^^"^'i ^" '"'^^^^'onal application filed under the tZy^SnXsS 
Iniiil . ^^^^ f^""^^ f°'P"V°^^^ of this subsection of an applicatioh niedin7e UnZd States 

Claims 17 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Saita et al. Referring to Figure 1 . a developing device 34 for a copier (i.e., imaging 
apparatus) is shown. The developing device includes: a housing 34 (i.e.. toner reservoir 
housing) that includes a developing tank 45 and a container case 44 (i.e.. toner 
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reservoir); arid a disveioping agent transporting unit 39 disposed in the container case 
that serves as a stirrer for mixing developing agent inside the housing (i.e.. method of 
agitating tdher). (col 4. Ins 20-25) The developing agent transporting uhit includes a 
magnetic belt 49 (i.e., r^bfatable endless belt) stretched between a pair of belt rollers 47 
arid 48. It is hdt6d that th^ above described elerriehts perfofrti a method of agitating 
tbhmhat is equivalent the method claimed by the applicant. 



24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Mizoguchi bt 
a|: Referririg tb Figure 1. a tbher supply contain^^ ; 
toner cartridge includes: a casing 20 (i.e.. means for housing a supply bf toner) for 
storing a supply bf tonefT. the casing includes a non^cyHridrica) rtiixing regibn defined 
by a periphefy: and incorporates an agitating rheans 17 which has a toner cohveyirig 
sheet 21 (i.e;. means for engaging at least a portioh of the tter at the periphery of the ■ 
ribri-cylindrical mixing region) attached therebn so as to' agitate the toner irt . the casing; 
(col 5, ins 15^22) 



Double Patenting 

The nbhstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judiciallv created 

unlLSr - " ' '"^'^^ the stat^e™^^^^^^^ 

unjustified orimproper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted bv a St 



Application/Control Number: 10/661,344 

Art Unit: 2852 ' ^^^^ 



f orr^s- January 1 , 1 994, a registered attorney or agent of record mav sian a 

Claims 1.2. 10. 13. 17 and 24-28 are rejected under the judicially created 
doctrine of obvioushess-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1 0 
and13dfU.S.PatehtNo.US6.671.481 B1. Although the conflicting claims are not , 
identical, they are ndt patfentably distinct from.each other because although Claims 10 
and 13 of US 6.671.481 Bl are not identical to the currently filed Claims. Claims 10 and 
13 of US 6.671.481 B1 describe at least the features currently claimed by the applicant 
In the above noted claims. That is. Claim 10 of US 6.671.481 B1 claims a toner 
cartridge, comprising; a housing which defines a toner reservoir; and a rotatable 
endless belt disposed within the toner resen^oir; wherein the toner reservoir is defined 
by a reservoir primary surface within the housing, and further wherein the rdtatable 
endless belt is positioned proxitriate the reservoir primary surface. Further, a plurality of 
rollers which support the rdtatable endless belt in proximity to the reservoir primary 
surface ar^e claimed in the Patent. Furthermore. Claim 1 3 of US 6.671 .481 Bl claims ah 
imaging apparatus, comprising: a toner reservoir housing which defines a toner 
reservoir and a rotatable endless belt disposed within the toner reservoir. Lastly, the 
method currently claimed by the applicant is obvious based upon the operation of the 
elements described in the noted claims of US 6.671 .481 Bl 
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Relevant Prior Att 

the follbWing prior art made of record and riot relied upon is considered pertinent 
to appijc'arit's disclosure. 

Fort)'es II discloses a particle dispenser that includes a (^^^^^ 
Kozuka et a! disclose a toner replenishing device that includes chains and a 
replenishing rod. 

. Surti discloses a toner hbusing that is provid 
includes.ari endless fdtatable belt having at least one blade extending there from 

Contact Information 

Any Inquiry coric^rhinS this corfim^ ; ; 

e^caminershould'bedirectedto Williams 
2:140;- The examinei^cari^n^^^^ 
Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the exaniiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Arthur T.Grimley can be reached on (571) 2^^^ thefaxphohe 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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published applications may be obtained from either Prtvatfe PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infoimation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions oh access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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